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Satire’s my weapon; but 1’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and dtrectors.— Pope. 


—00000— 


THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR, 1821. —. 


“Tis greatly wise to speak with our past hours, 
‘* And ask them what report they bore to heaven.” 








The present number closes our ‘Seventh Volume. Oar 
labours have been now continued for four years, which 
will form a memorable epoch in the history of the struggles 
of the PEOPLE against the BOROUGHMONGERS. At the 
close of the year 1816, the fallacy of all the ministerial ’ 
predictions, that the difficulties arising from the transi- 
tion from war to peace would remedy themselves, : 
te be discovered ;—and from that period to this, those 
difficulties. have been hourly encreasing in an accelerating: 

ression. _ Everyday, since that period, has made 
‘converts to the necessity of Reform ;—and to the 
apparent fact, that the misrepresentation of the people 
has’ been the only cause of the corruptions, abuses, and’ 
extravagance, which have brought the nation to the: 
verge of ruin. With this declaration we commenced 
our career :—and upon these principles have we steadily 
conducted our opposition to all lesser remedies, all paltry 
expedients, ull party contrivances, all personal interests. 
Tige:-der tending such an. usieqial contest, with 
ne apparenily trivial‘means, we have constantly defied ; | 
in throwing ourselves fearlessly among our enemies,’ 
we:have discovered many asses in ons’ akins, and many . 
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heads that would have been more appropriately fitted 
with mob caps, than with legal wigs; and whom petti- 
coats, and chimney corners, would have suited much 
better than the senate, or the bar. We have found that 
much of the force arrayed aginst the people, is delu- 
sion :—and that a vigorous assaull on the outworks of 
corruption, will infallibly prove suczessful, in some mode 
or other. When we first entered the field of contest with 
the enemies of the people, it was nearly abandoned to 
their sole occupation. Sileace had been imposed on many, 
the absence of others had been enforced. ‘The prudent 
retired from what scemed a hopeless warfare ;—and the 
timid proclaimed that a despotism was esiablished, and 
the liberties of the people at an end. The act of Habeas 
Corpus was suspended. Those who were obnoxious to 
the Ministry, were seized without legal authority, and 
immured in seerct prisons. Their usual instruments of 
legal perversion of law were ready at their call, to pounce 
upon every caviller at their measures; and the British 
Lion was metamorphosed inlo a worn out spaniel, fawn- 
ing at the feet of his masters to avert the threatened 
blow! Unpatronized, unprotected, alone, and unknown, 
we ventured to disturb this hollow truce—to deride the 
unnatural acquiescence of the nation in its sufferings—to 
challenge that power whieh seemed so terrific—and to 
renew a contest that seemed lost to hope. There might 
be some personal rashness in this. There is rashness in 
every noble daring:—but the event justified the at- 
tempt, by shewing that ald was not power that wore 
vs semblance—that nothing can bind a nation m 
fetters, unless it is willing to be bound—and that the 
weakest who has courage enough to. sound the horn 
that hangs up in the hall of despotism, will find the 
public ready to assist him im the battle he provokes 
in the public cause. Our first efforts were completety 
triumphant. ‘The spell of special juries was dissolved, 
at least in the metropolis. ‘The character of crown pro- 
secutions, and ministerial indietments, was fully exposed. 
The mask was torn from the figure set upon the pedestal 
of law, and its party nature, and hideous deformity ex- 
hibited to the wandering multitude. The laws were 
shewn to be mocked in their pretended sanctuary. That 
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convictions should follow prosecutions, as matters of 
course, as the effect of certain causes, was demonstrated 
in the close connection between the parties whose office it 
was to prosecute and to fudge. What Mr. Horne Tooke 
had supposed, what Sir Richard Phillips had asserted, as 
to such prosecutions, was fully proved by the circum- 
stances attendant upon our persecutions ; and though the 
abuse is not yet fully corrected, even in London; and 
though it remains in full force, in every other portion of 
the country ;—yet the very exposure has dome much 
good ;—and it remains with the people to remedy, or to 
submit to the evil, at their pleasure. London has been 
converted into a eitadel of liberty, where the press Is 
comparatively free ;—and where the honest expression of 
opinion is comparatively safe. Political persecutions are 
almost banished from its precincts ; and the Bridge Street 
Gang have in vain attempted to rear up again the hi- 
deous monster. That another socicty should have reli- 
gious persecution still patronized by London Juries, is to 
be regretted ; but it is only by degrees that deeply-rooted 
prejudices can be shaken. A little further discussion, a 
little more suflering and perseverance on the one hand, 
and a little more reflection on the absurdity of enforcing, 
or subduing opinions by penal laws, accompanied by that 
shame which men must feel to see the whole power of the 
state directed to the destruction of a few individuals, 
against whom no moral offence was ever charged, will 
ultimately produce a determination on the part of juries 
not to lend themselves to intolerant proceedings—which 
to the DISCIPLES OF CHRIST ought to be PECULIARLY 
ABHORRENT, seeing that CHRIST himself was a martyr 
to a persecution for opposing the venal interests, and 
popular opinions of the day !. 

The war against abuses could not be conducted with- 
out some suflering, some privation, some loss :—-but the 
losses on the part of the Reformers, are trivial indeed, in 
comparison with the advantages that have been gained, 
They have changed the tone of the country; and effected 
a complete revolution in its general feclings and temper. 
They have exposed all the sudterfuges, trickery, and 
chicanery of power. They have driven the borough- 
mongers to an open defence of their infamous trafic ia 
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the liberties of their countrymen—a traffic as infernal as 
the trade in slaves, and the actual barter of flesh and 
blood, for gold and baubles. The nonsense of the “ glo- 
‘ rious constitution,’ whose abuses are “ as notorious as 
‘the sun at noon day,”—and of its being the * envy 
“ aud admiration of the world,” while we are the jest and 
mockery of surrounding nations,—has been fully exposed. 
The reign of deception is at anend. Power will find no 
more Willing dupes. Even the agricultural population is 
beginning to open its eyes; andthevery fatteners on public 
credulity begin to fear that the sources of their emolument 
w'll beshortly closed for ever. Opinions that weredeemed 
adnwst treasunabletour yearsago, have now creptintothe 
senate-house. That splendid bubble, which was to re- 
deem the nation, the Sznking Fund ;—which to touch 
was dishonour not to be contemplated, has been laid 
violent hands on, by the ministry, and converted to their 
own purposes. The National Debt, itis now loudly 
proclaimed, by very loyal people, ought to share the 
same fate :—and some very pious sort of folks begin lo 
whisper, among one another, that they think it would 
do religion xo manner of harm, even if the tythes were 
reduced a diitle. The aristocracy is not quite free from 
the popular ¢nfection! Reason seems as contagious as 
the plague, and no constitutional strength of stupidity, 
or interest, is able to resist it entirely: Some begin to 
assert the claims of the people are not altogether unrea- 
sonable. The Duke of Bedford allows that his bo- 
rouyhs need reformation. Lord John Russell confesses 
the same truth. The ministerial patrons of the Courier 
admit that France has gained something by her revolu- 
tion:—and Lord Byron proclaims that “ a revolution 
** is enevitable :”—if the government persists in demand - 
ing from the people more than they can give, and in 
calling upon them to sustain what they are unable to 
bear! Can we chiuse but smile from the depths of our 
prisons, when we hear the lore of the “ two-penny 
“trash,” thus borrowed by Noble Lords, and Learned 
Tradesmen. ‘They have paid us more attention than we 
imagined; though we were aware that several of the 
‘“ higher orders,” were in the habit of reading this 
*€ trash,” which they denounced as calculated to mislead 
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the “ lower orders.” They have been rather dudd scho- 
fars, but their lessous have been hard to learn. They 
had not only to acquire good principles, but to abandon 
bad ones—not only to learn to respect public rights, but 


to surrender personal usurpations of them. The frailties: 


of cur nature had a tendency to keep them in their er- 
rors; and the virtues requisite to resist temptations are 

nol often found among the “ higher orders.” We must 

nol, therefore, judge them too harshly, if they are now 
eady to exclaim with the peet— 


‘© Old as! am, ! put myself lo school, 

And feel some comfort not to be a foul, 

Vot to go back, is something to advance, 

And folks must walk, at least, before they dance. 
’Tis the first virtue, vices (o give o'er: — 

And the first wisdom to be fool no more.” 


They know not how glad we are at any prospect of 
their becoming wiser. Though we have been injured 
deeply, in our honest endeavours to teach them the ad- 
vantage of common sense, and common honesty, we 
shall not repine, if we have in the least succeeded. Our 
privations were but the natural consequence of our ex- 
ertions. Those who attempt to tame wild beasts, must 
cxpect scratches from the foolish and ferocious brutes 
they have to deal with. We shall expect their gratitude 
when they are guile tamed ; and, in the interim, we can 
regard them as no other than dunatics, who cannot be 
reasoned with, but must be subdued into submission, 
That they should pUT THEIR TEACHERS INTO CAGES, 
end affect to read lessons to their masters, is droll 
enough, to be sure; but it is what every wild animal 
would do with its keeper, if it could:—and, we cannot 
blame them for following the instinct of their natures, 
until we can plant something like reason in their bosoms. 
We pity them, sincerely :—and would no more change 
situations with them, than we would change natures 
with the most disgusting reptiles. An escape from life 
would be better to usthan a life like theirs. It is, no 
doubt, very agreeable to wear fine clothes, to eat rich 
food, to drink choice wines, to have attentive servants, 
to receive the mock and venal homage of dependents; 
and to ride about in fine equipages. But this is not all 
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that makes up iife. There arc moments when the reer 
purposes of living occur io the mind,—when it occurs to 
the mind that some account of that life will be de- 
manded:—and when our perseculors take down their 
ledgers for thepurpose of making such entries,the items of 
punishment which they know to be undeserved, inflicted 
bythem upon men who are far better than themselves, 
will not be set down with any agreeable sensations. To 
their own reflections we leave them, in this world; to 
our demands of justice against them, in the next, they 
will be compelled to answer, by an UNERRING JUDGE. 
And, in the mean time we will persevere in our charit- 
able endeavours, to reduce their final account of evil as 
much as possible, by altempting to curiacd their power 
of doing evil. This we owe, both to them, to ourselves, 
and to the public. Arduous as our labours have been,‘and 
dangerous as they may be, the period will become every 
day more interesting as the crisis draws nearer. The 
ensuing sessions of parliament will exhibit some unex- 
pected disclosures, the expression of many fearful opi- 
nions, and probably the adoption of measures, that to 
many will wear the aspect of revolutionary. Changes, 
both important and extensive must be made, whether 
the system continues, ‘like a wounded snake, to drag its 
“‘ slow length along ;” or whether a total alteration in 
measures be produced by any unexpected contingency. 
Abroad, the aspect of affairsis as cheering to the people, as it 
is dark and ominous to the boroughmongers. The clouds, 
that to them are pregnant with the lightning of destruc- 
tion,are hailed by the reformers as charged with the whole- 
somethunders that are requisite to purify an infected 
atmosphere, and to sweep away the pestilential vapours 
of the policy of the Holy Alliance. The coming year 
must be favourable to freedom, and we take leave of the 
present, in the assurance that the next will indemnify 
the individuals who are suffering for ihe injustice they 
have sustained, and the country at large for much of its 
misery, by ushering in a happier era, in which RETRI- 
BUTIVE JUSTICE shail preside, and the liberties of the 


people, retrieved by their courage, shall be perpetuated 
by their reason. 
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MORE CONVERTS TO THE DOCTRINES OF 
REFORM. 


“* Mind now, and you shall see how those knaves drop in. Had you 
been defeated, they would have been as eager to hang, as they 
are now to fawn upon you. But thesun shines upomyou ; and 
the virtues they had never seen iu their prosperity, are as clear 
as day to their wants.’—Old Play. 


—_—_—_——— 


A sense of common danger has at last called up a 
little common sense amongst those classes of society, 
which have been indifferent enough about the distress, 
until it came to their own doors. The recovery of their 
senses, however, is not accompanied with any accession 
of common honesty. In order to account for their past 
apathy, they pretend to have made a discovery :—and 
then pilfer the arguments of others, and offer them to 
the world as truths of their own recent invention. The 
Reformers have never been mistaken, in their views of 
the cause of the national distress. They have held it up 
to public view in every possible light; and have perse- 
vered im forcing it upon the consideration of those who 
as resolutely shut their eyes against conviction :—and 
they have some reason to complain, that those who have 
been holding them up to persecution, as dangerous to 
the welfare of society, and to hatred, as dangerous and 
unprincipled visionaries, should, at last, steal their doc- 
trines, adopt their opinions to the very language, and 
hawk them about, as if they had found out new princi- 
ples of political economy, which had been over-looked 
by all others. . The Pamphletzer, for June, contains a 
letter to that indefatigable perpetuator of the agricultural 
delusion, that is petitioning for high prices, said to be 
written by Cvpr. R. E. Brovcnron; but its contents 
are no more the property of Capt. Brougmon, than of 
Capt. Bobadil. He has taken his matter entirely from 
Paine’s Decline and Fall of the English System of Fi- 
nanee ; from Mr. Cobbett’s Essays, on the same subject, 
and on the agricuitural distress, aud from other recepta- 
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cles of political truths, which have been dedicated to the 
cause of Reform. Yet, though there is some reason to 

omplain of this duplicity, it must be admitted that the 
Te-publication of such matter has a tendency to set the 
farmers right, and to enlighten a portion of the very 
loyal, who dare not so much as look into Paine’s Essay, 
Cobbett’s Register, or the Black Dwarf. Truth is truth, 
under whatever circumstances it appears; and if the 
number of blockheads be lessened, it matters little by 
whose means. For my part, I feel much pleasure in 
seeing our old abusers stealing into our ranks, shuffling 
on our uniform, and looking as wise as if they had be- 
longed to us a long while. I dare say no Reformer ever 
heard of Capt. Broughton before :—and yet he makes as 
free with their theory as though it had descended to him 
in fee simple, or as if he had acquired it by personal in- 
dustry. However he uses his borrowed armour with great 
dexterity ; and lays about poor Mr. W. Hall, with most 
unmerciful dispatch. He shews, as we have often done, 
that the pretended “ wide spread of blasphemy” has 
nothing to do with the distress; and that therefore the 
clergy are wrong in their assigned cause:—that the 
“ radical press” does not occasion the misery and abuses 
which it attacks ;—and, after laughing at the cause as- 
signed by Mr. Webb Hall, namely the importation of a 
little foreign corn, he passes on to the real RADICAL 
CAUSE, which the “* RADICAL PRESS” has constantly as- 
signed—the pressure of taxation! To be sure Captain 
Broughton has not yet dared to glance at the cause of 
the pressure of taxation. But as he is evidently in a 
course of reading in the radical publications, he will 
shortly discover that enormous taxation has been caused 
by a misrepresentation of the people in the legislative 
body ; and that to diminish that cause, the representation 
of the people must be “* reformed altogether.” 

Mr. Cobbett had laid Mr. Webb Hall on his back, re- 
lative to the danger to the English farmer from the im- 
portation of foreign corn ;—but Capt. Broughton strikes 
him very hard, when he is down; and though the wea- 
pon is borrowed, it is very dexterously used. He says; 
—“ For one year ending January 5, 1819, 26,799,367 
“bushels of grain were imported into this country. 
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“¢ Suppose two-thirds of the quantity wheat, we shall 
“have 2,333,280 quarters; and as the average con- 
“¢ sumption is about 15 millions of quarters ; in this said 
‘« year so terrible to the farmers, the importation of food 
‘© was not more than one seventh of the consumption, or 
“ g little more than sufficient for a seven weeks’ supply ! 
‘© ] expected to see it shewn that the periods of the 
‘¢ greatest importation were corresponded to, by the 
“ greatest depression: but nothing of this sort is even 
‘attempted. We see that about seven weeks’ con- 
“sumption of food was imported in the year ending 
*‘ January 5,1819. You imagine a quantity in the same 
‘C ratio, was imported from that period to the 15th of 
‘© February following, when the ports were shut, and 
“ no more wheat came from without. And how stand 
*¢ agricultural concerns at present? Worse and worse! 
‘© We want no evidence to confirm this, other than the 
‘¢ evidence of our senses, when we walk abroad. Up to 
‘“‘ the very period at which you write, the picture you 
“‘ draw, and truly draw, of agriculture is really'heart- 
‘“‘ breaking; and almost in the same page, you repre- 
‘¢ sent the cause of this increasing and overwhelming 
‘© distress, to have ceased these two years. According to 
‘¢ the shewing of the general committee, we have the 
“ cause ceasing ; but the effect progressing with acccle- 
“ ated motion.” That Mr. Webb Hall will ever rise 
again, with this weight upon his breast js utterly hope- 
less. There he lies, as helpless, if not as lifclessas Hot- 
spur, who needed not the “ other stab in his thigh,” 
which Falstaff gave him, to prove the statement of his 
second slaughter, 

Captain Broughton is equally fortunate in showing 
that importing corn from other’countries is not without 
its advantages; though he speaks somewhat profanely of 
bank notes, which every body knows have been the sal- 
vation of the country, notwithstanding the present ruin 
in which it is involved. Heasks Mr. Webb Hall, if he 
cannot ‘* discover some mitigation of the evils of the im- 
“ portation of grain? even though it be ‘ duty free ? 
“Do you really imagine it all actual loss? How do vou 
“think those who bring it hither are paid? Do'vou 
“think, they take back bank notes, to be made into tin- 
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“der, fur the use of French housenauts *. No, no, 
" Sir, they are much wiser. They return with suck 
“* wares as their countrymen want: the wares of Man- 
“chester, Birmingham, Sheffield, &c. The corn alluded 
“to as imported, mnst have sold for about £5,500,000. 
“ Now, Sir, reflect a little upon this sum being laid out 
“amongst our manufacturers, would not the effect be, to 
7 "better their condition? The manufacturer being more 
“* prosperous, could afford to dress better; hence his 
“tailor would gain, which would promote the interest 
“of the draper. The wives and daughters would assur- 
“edly have their share of the father’s gains, in the way 
“of smart things. Hence jeweller’s, milliner’s, &c. would 
‘“‘oain. The ‘immediate effect of the prosperity of all 
‘these people, would be the employment of more hands, 
‘and the better living of all parties: this would tead te 
‘keep down the poor’s rates, and to consume your beef, 
“mutton, and grain, in greater quantities. Now, Sir, 
“do you see nothing but loss in the importation of grain ! ” 
Pvor Mr. Webb Hall must vet upon his feet again, » before 
he can answer that, or any “other question. He has got 
something alreagy for setting the farmers on a wrong 
scent ; es who knows what other sop may fall into his 
mouth, for attempting to keep them there? The place 
that converted Arthur Young toa belief ia the benefits 
and blessings of taxation, may be supposed to have a 
similar effect upon the mind of Mr. Hall. The general 
impression made by such means is indubitabie. But 
when he talks again to the farmersabout the cheerfulness 
with which they should pay taxes, some cunning old 
fox amongst them, ought to rise, and | propose, that every 
farmer should be allowed a pension of four hundred a- 
year, for believing him to be right. Ue might then 
answer for their faith ; and reaily he has no right to ex- 
pect they should believe upon dess terms than him- 
self. 
Captain Broughton then shows how taxes become ne- 
cessary ; a matter with which the Reformers are pretty 
well acquainted ; but there may be persons amongst the 


ee, 








* Paper tinder is not very commoa. Bank notes would answer 
another purpose much better, and they may yet be worthless and 
plentiful enough for that. 
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“higher classes,’ who do not know that those who 
labour are taxed to support those who do not; and that 
modern policy has reversed the denunciations of the 
scripture—“ by the sweat of thy brow sbalt thou live :’ 
—for it gives to the idle and the servile the reward of 
toil and industry, and says to the labourer, “ on the 
“sweat of thy brow shalt thou starve :”—a reversal that 
might be deemed blasphemous, only that it is so “‘mon- 
“ strously genteel,” and “extremely fashionable.” 

The cause of the seeming prosperity of the country 
during the war, is the next topic of Captain Broughton. 
It needs no elucidation to the reformers : but, as before, 
the “higher classes may require instruction. Paine, 
but they never read him, told them long ago, that 
they were madly imitating the conduct of the pro- 
digal son, spending all they had, borrowing all 
they could, and anticipating the resources of six 
or seven following generations. While the money 
was thus dissipated, the parties who profited, 
were as pleased as waiters ata tavern when a 
young spendthrift repays their two-penny services 
with bank-notes. The pert coxcombs will then scarcely 
condescend to notice a sober customer, who will not ex- 
ceed his means to pamper their follies. But when the 
spendthrift is handed over to the Sheriff’s officer, and the 
want of money brings the'puppies to their senses, they 
are as glad of the pennies as they used to be of the 
pounds, and return at once to their duly and to their 
manners. Somebody must have gained, when hundreds 
of millions were so profusely squandered:—but the 
squandering amongst the public is over. No contracts. 
no loans, no exclusive supplics, few monopolies, and no 
favoritism ;—have changed the scene. Receiving is out 
of the question, with the mass—It is only PAY, PAY, 
PAY !—and though many did make large fortunes out of 
the extravagance of a ruinous system, they must be dis- 
gorged to the last farthing. “ Always taking out of the 
“meal tub, and never putting in, will exhaust the 
*¢ Jargest stock in the world.” When the Bank and the 
debt were established, in 1694, the ruin of the covutry 
was commenced. The means of anticipating future re- 
sources, to any extent, was put into the hands of the go- i 
vernment. A financial despotism was established, i 
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which could put its hand into every man’s pocket at the 
pleasure of the ministry of the day. The insolvency of 
the Bank in 1797, ought to have been a warning to the 
nation, to have then put a stop to the mischief; but folly 
completed what it had begun; and by consenting to re- 
ceive paper as gold, the nation put it into the power of 
the ministry to ruin every thing. Commerce, agricul- 
ture, every thing has been squeezed to the last degree ; 
and ‘when the pores refuse any longer to distil ‘ the life 
blood of the Constitution,” Mr. Webb Hall sets the far- 
mers to bawl out, not for the removal of the financial 
instruments of torture, but for their re/a ration, that 
suflerers may have a little respite, and be squeezed again 
as soon as they have breathed a little from their present 
anguish. They had much better be squeezed to death 
at once, than be thus made the experimental patients of 
such dreadful and continued agony. Capt. B. goes on 
to shew the ‘* higher classes,” that taxation takes away 
half of every man’s income ; and that, while this is the 
case, itis ridiculous to talk of high prices, (which must be 
relative), affording any relief. If, the farmer were to 
obtain seventy shillings fora quarter of wheat, he would 
‘ not haveseventy shillings to pay his debts withal, for half 
the profit goes elsewhere—that is, into the treasury— 
mine of wealth, from which placemen and pensioners fill 
their bags! T he income of the whole country is esli- 
mated at about 128 millions ;—100 millions resulting 
from lands, tythes, mines, &c. and 28 millions from manu- 
factures, inland and foreign trade, fisheries, chartered com- 
panies, &c. From this sum more than 68 millions, are 
taken annually in taxes! which leaves for the whole re- 
maining income of all the people, only séaty mmellions ; 
the tares consum ing much more than half the incomes 
of all the people. Is it any wonder that the farmers 
ure distressed?—or that alternately distress seizes 
upon every class of the community ? Tt appears that the 
tax-eaicrs, amounting perhaps to less than one million, 
possess a greater income than all the remainder of the 
population ; and, as sroney is power, while the taxes 
are paid, it explains why the system is so clamorously 
defended! But in the discovery that the faxes are the 
evil, whether called King’s taxes, tythes, poor’s-rates, or 
county- -rates, the evident remedy is TO TAKE THEM 
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OFF! Ifa man was struggling under a burthen likel 

to break his back, the remedy would be to take +f off. 
not to enable him to bear, by calling upon passers-by to 
hold it on, or to prop him up with sticks. And if he 
were loaded with a parcel of his lazy neighbours, who 
could walk as well as himself, he would be perfectly in 
the right to throw them into the first borse-pond he 
could meet with. All mere expedients are useless. 
What would be effectual, cannot be accomplished, but 
with a different system. Placemen and pensioners will 
never lessen their ownemoluments, Those interested in 
the preservation of the present destructive system, are 
stronger than those who wish it to be amended ; and the 
strongest will prefer their own interest, to the interest of 
the nation. Take an instance of what ought to be done, 
and what will not be done, by one of the ‘* thunderers.” 
Lord Castlereagh ought to say to the public, “ My emo- 
*¢ Juments were fully sufficient, to say the least of them, 
“ during the highest prices of produce, and manufac- 
‘tures. They are sufficient at present, to purchase 
** twice as much now, as they did then ; therefore, m 

“* emoluments ought to be reduced one-half; and 1 shall 
** then be paid as well as I was paid at the time I allude 
“to.” Take another. The Lord Chief Justice ought 
to say, on the part of himself, and all his brethren, “ Our 
* salaries were raised, to enable us to meet the en- 
*‘ creased expences of living, when produce was dear; 
‘*¢ now produce is cheap, and our old salaries would be 
‘¢ quite adequate to our wants; our salaries, therefore, 
** ought to be reduced; for we cannot, conscientiously, 
‘* receive more than the condition of the country can af- 
‘ford. Above all, we cannot impose upon its liberality, 
** by taking its money, when the necessity which induced 
*¢ it to make the grant, exists no longer.” Takea third. 
Lord Arden, who has for many years received 30;0001. 
per annum, for noservices whatever to thenation, heought 
to come forward and-say, “* I have no right whatever to 
“ takethis sum out ofthe public Treasury; which I do not 
‘¢ want, and which the people cannot afford to pay. I 
‘am rich enough lo revel in all the luxury that the four 
*¢ quarters of the globe can afford. I can enable ever 

** one of my dependants to wallow in equal splendour. I 
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“‘ need not, therefore, dip my fingers into the pockets of 
“¢ my countrymen any longer; IF will imitate the 
‘example of my late partner, Lord Camden, and 
“Jay the weight of my emoluments no longer on the 
“ shoulders of the miserable.” A thousand cases of si- 
milar urgency and justice, could easily be aflurded. The 
King might be required to sct a noble example of public 
justice, and personal magnanimity, by the reduction of 
his establishment within the limits of the most di gnified 
frugality. True greatness consists less in the extrava- 

cance of a Court, than in an attention to the necessities 
of the people. 

There is no hope, however, of any remedy being applicd. 
The report may not be true, that the King wrote to 
Earl Moira, assigning a reason for his recal ‘from India, 
that, “ he had not a friend near him whom he could 
trust ;—but the truth of the matter is as apparent as if 
he had written it. ‘To whom can he look for any rati- 
onal advice, surrounded as he is by the persecu- 
tors of his late Queen, and the approvers of the Man- 
chester Massacre! If they had the wish to benefit the 
nation at large, which we may be permitted to dowdé, 
they have not the power. It could receive nothing as a 
benefit from their hands. The cup would be thought 
poisoned which they presented for its acceptance There 
is, as We have before written, a stream of blood between 
them and the people ; and RETRIBUTION must pre- 
cede future confidence. They have a separate interest 
to pursuc ; and ¢Aaé claims their whole attention. They 
will not sacrifice the fundiolder to the landholder ; but 
they will sacrifice both to their system. The farmers 
thought it fine sport to sacrifice therefor mers, little ima- 
gining that their own turn was so near at hand. The 
fundholder is now smiling at the farmer, and exulting in 
his advantages, while he buys two bushels of wheat for 
less than the price of one, and receives the same interest 
for his money. But his exultation will soon be ov er. 
The farmer was deemed the fattest and quietest piv, and 
accident determined that he should fall the first —but 
the other is only fatlening in Ais own sfye, to mect the 
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same fate, upon the wants of his masters require his 
presence at their table. 
THE BLACK DWARF. 





GREAT NORTHERN UNION. 








We perceive, with great satisfaction, that T. T. Clarke, Esq. 
has forwarded five pounds as a subscription to this fund, in a 
complimentary letter to Sir Charles Wolseley, on the termina- 
tion of his imprisonment. This action furnishes us with an 
idea, which we take the earliest means of publishing. ‘There 
are many reformers who have probably neither leisure, nor 
opportunity, nor inclination, to become parties to the plan so 
admirably suited to places, like Manchester, Leeds, Birming- 
ham, Sheffield, and Glasgow, where a large proportion of the 
population are reformers ; and where their union is so easy, and 
so essential to their ultimate success. It was once our intention 
to have proposed a yearly subscription, of one pound each 
member, to a national fund, for the general purposes of the 
cause of reform; and the donation of Mr. Clarke has induced 


us to recommend this as an additional means of encreasing the 
fund of the Northern Union. A class of yearly subscribers, 
with the addition of occasional donations, would powerfully 
assist its operations :—and we are satisfied that there are many 
hundreds who would not hesitate to subscribe their pounds, 
who yet are unable to attend to any other means of evincing 


their attachment to the principles of reform. The treasurership 
of Sir CHARLES WOLSELEY, ensures a reliance on the proper 
disposal of the funds; and the encouragement which the great 
hody of the reformers would receive from such furtherance of 
their exertions, would additionally repay the contributors of 
larger sums than can be spared from the necessities of the great 
majority, When it is known that a respectable ‘sum is already 


lodged in the hands of the treasurer, i will be an inducement 
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for further exertions. Unions will multiply, as the good effects 
of union become perceptible :—and ultimately the whole of the 
manufacturing population will form ove imposing class of united 
and indefatigable friends of the principles of radical reform, 
A thousand good effects would result from such an union. The 
diffusion of information has already put an end to those local 
excesses, in which distress vented its fury on the imnocent me- 
dims of its infliction. We have no longer any frantic attacks 
upon butchers, and bakers, aud millers; and when a fixed union 
upon ascertained pzinciples is effected, the public voice will be 
clothed with its original power; and the mock ‘ thunderers” 
of the day, will call upon rocks to hide, and mountains to cover 
them, from the effects of public reason, and public indignation. 
—The following is the correspondence alluded to above :— 


“ Will you have the goodness to convey to Mr. Cox, of Mant 
chester, the following copy of a letter [ received last week, which 
had escaped my memory from the multiplicity of business I have 
necessarily ov my hands at this moment. 


‘* To Sir C. Wolseley, Bart.” 

“* Dear Sir.—You may probably recollect my name, if not my 
person, as a fellow-member of the Hampden Club. Permit me to 
congratulate you on the termination of sour imprisonment ; 
and to make it ina manner more gratifying to your feelings, by 
a donation of 51. to the Northern Union. I have the honor to be, 

‘¢ Dear Sir, 
‘* Your obedient humble servant, 
** Swakeleys. “T. T, CLARKE. 


“ Messrs. Hammersleys, & Co. 
*€ Please to pay Sclf or Bearer, Five Pounds. 


‘© Nov. 26, 1821. “7. T. CLARKE. 


‘*T was sure the above would give you pleasure, and therefore 
make you the harbinger of good news to the Northern Unionists ; 
and remain, with kind respects to all my Radical Friends at 
Royton, 

** Yours sincerely, 


** Dee. 6th, 1821. “°C. WOLSELEY. 
** To Mr. Thomas Woolfender, Royton. 


2: GO geeeaas ti 
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THE BLACANEB, No. LUXXXVI. 
a 


** My Masters of Misrulc! 1 have a crow to pluck with you.’ 


Oxup Pray. 


——w 


536. Turn a Christian society into an established church, 
and it isno longer a voluntary assembly for the worship ot God, 
it is a powerful corporation, full of such sentiments and pas- 
sions as usually distinguish those bodies; a dread of innova- 
tion, an attachment to abuses, a propensity to tyranny and op- 
pression. Hence the convulsions that accompany religious 
Reform, where the truth of the opinions in question is little re- 
garded, amidst the alarm that is felt for the splendor, opulence, 
and power, which they are the means of supporting. To this 
alliance of Christianity with civil power, it is owing that eccle- 
siastical history presents a chaos of crimes; and that the pro- 
gress of religious opinions, which, left to itself, had been calm 
and silent, may be traced in blood.— Robert Hall, M. A. An 


Apology for the Freedom of the Press, and the General Li- 
berty, 1793. 


—— 


537. ——-— The Spirit 
Pour’d first on his Apostles, whom he sends 
To evangelize the nations—then on all 
Baptiz’d, shall them with wondrous gifts endue, 
To speak all tongues, and do all miracles, 
As did their Lord before them. ‘Thus they wiu 
Great numbers of each nation, to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from Meav’n. At length 
Their ministry perform ‘d, and race well run, 
Their doctrine and their story written left, 
They die; but in their room, as they forewaru, 
Wolves shaid succeed for teachers, GRIEVOUS WOLVES, 
WeEo all the sacred mysteries of Heaven 
To their own vile advantages shall turn, 
Of lucre, and ambition and the truth— 
With superstitions and traditions taint— 
Left only in those written records pure, 
Though not by the Spirit understood. 
Then shall they seek tavail themselves ef names, 


You. VII. No 26. 
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Places, and titles, and with these to join 
Secular power—though feigning still to act 
By spiritual—to themselves appropriating 
The Spirit of God, promis’d alike, and given 
To all believers ; and, from that pretence, 
Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force 
On every conscience, laws, which none shall find 
Left them enroll’d, or what the spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then— 
But force the Spirit of grace itself, and bind 
His consort, Liberty 1—what, but re-build 
His living temples built by faith, to stand— 
Their own faith, not another’s ?—for on earth 
Who against faith and conscience can be heard 
Infallible? Yet many will presume: 
Whence heavy persecution shall arise 
On all who in the worship persevere 
OF spirit and truth: the rest, for greater part, 
Will deem in outward rites and specious forme 
Religion satisfied; truth shalf retire 
Bestuck with sb: inderous darts, and works of faith 
Rarely be found. So shall the world go on,— 
No good—-malignaut, to bad men—benign,— 
Under her own weight groaning, tll the day 
Appear--of respiration to the just, 
And vengeance te the wicked.— 

John Milton. Paradise Lost, a Poem, 1667. 





538. Tuin your attention next to that most unnatural and 
Shocking state of human society, war, and you will find that a 
titisapplication and abuse of terms has, in no small degree, con- 
tributed to cast a delusive lustre over its horrors and enormities. 
War, when it is strictly and properly defensive, that is, when 
it is undertaken merely for the protection of life, liberty, and 
property, against outrageous and unprovoked assault, may be 
vindicated on the first principle of human nature—self preser- 
vation. Ever in this ease, however, far from beimg contem- 
plated with admiration, rt ought to he deprecated, as only not 
the greatest evil incident to society. But, in whatever case war 
1s offensive, or is voluntarily undertaken for the sake of con- 
quest, or trom any other motive of ambition or avarice, on ac- 
count of the numerous calamities it brings upon mankind, it 
can deserve to be regarded with no other feelings than those of 
horror and indignation. A war of conquest is, in truth, wo 





neal 
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tiing better than a pian of plunder, devastation, and slaughter, 
not the less, but the more to be dreaded and abhorred, for the 
systematic regularity with which it is conducted, and for the 
“pomp and circumstance’ which surround it. Had the Alex- 
anders and Caesars, whose ambition has, in successive ages, de- 
luged the earth with blood,—been known by no other appella- 
tions than those to which their military achievements entitled 
them, their names would have been transmitted to posterity 
with infamy, as foremost in the list of robbers and murderers : 
but no sooner is the robber and the murderer, by the magic of 
words, converted into a hero, and his destructive ravages into 
vlorious exploits, than the criminality of the character is lost 
in its splendor ; and while we admire the prowess of the war- 
rior, we forget the injustice and cruelty of the man.— Dr. Wm. 
Linfield. Sermons. (On the moral abuse of Words.) 1798. 


539. The right of private judgment is one of the sacred and 
unalienable rights of man ‘To enquire after truth with an ho- 
nest and unprejudiced mind, is a duty of universal obligation. 
One of the most meritorious services which any one can' render 
to his species, is, to endeavour to dissipate the clouds of error. 
aud diffuse the light of truth, by freely communicating the re- 
sult of diligent enquiry and close reflection on subjects interest- 
ing to humanity. But who will find sufficient inducement to 
pass through the necessary labour of research and study, when, 
it his enquiries should lead him out of the track of popular 
opinion, he can have no other alternative, than either to bury 
the result in his own bosom, or expose himself to unmeritec 
odium, under the appellation of an Innovator? Or what de- 
gree of public spirit will be powerful enongh to incite the must 
able and successful enquirer to undertake the benevolent task 
of enlightening the world, when his new opinions, merely be- 
cause they are such, though certainly entitled toa candid exa- 
mination, will be instantly stamped with the opprobrious cha- 
racter of Heresy ; and when the least injurious return he can 
possibly expect from society, is, to hear that appellation which 
ought to be conferred upon him as a title of honour, cast in his 
teeth as aterm of reproach; and instead of being admired, to 
be stigmatized, asa Philosopher—Dr. Win. Enfield. ian 
mons. (On the abuse of Words, ) 1778. 
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540. A gentleman in this city, whose heart is set upon a re- 
formation of manners, gave we not long ago tbe perusal of bis 
creed, out of which | drew the following dangerous positious 
and now I publish them, that the genume clergy may guard 
against them. 1. He believes that a man may be saved by ad- 
ering to naked truth and plain religion, 2. That it is not 
damnable not to believe what we cannot believe. 3S. That 
Christianity is as good a man as Orthodoxy,—saving the judg- 
ment of the clergy. 4, ‘That it is possible for a pastor to have 
grace in his heart, though hehas never a rose in his hat; and that 
he may tell the truth, and instruct the people, though he be not 
wrapped up in twenty ells of holland. 5, That an innocent in- 
fant may be saved, without a parson’s dropping water upon its 
face. 6. Thata well disposed person may eat bread and drink 
wine, in remembrance of our Saviour’s death, without the 
priest’s form of words,—which yet donot change the elements, 
which yet are a proper sacrifice, which yet is not flesh and blood. 
7. That God may possibly pardon a repenting sinner, though 
the parson do not absolutely give his consent, and order him so 
tedo. 8. Thata man may venture to understand the under- 
standable parts of Scripture. 9. That there is such a thing as 
scrupulous conscience ;—with submission to the parson. 10. 
That a man may keep his oath to King George, and yet not be 
damued for it; again saving the opinion and practice of the high 
church. 11. That the clergy, as well as others, would be bet- 
ter it they had iewer faults. 12. That dissenters are our fellow- 
creatures, 13. That religionisa rational thing. My acquaint- 
ance above-mentioned holds all these and more such heretical 
notions, which, were they tolerated, would bring no small 
danger to the church. But, I hope, her genuine sons will 
continue their zeal, and defend her against them all.--Thomas 
— An Apology for the danger of the Church, &¢, 

iid. 





O41, We cannot weigh our brother with ourself. 
Great men may jest with saints ;-—"lis wit in them, 
But in the less—foul protanation : 

That in the Captain’s but a choleric word, 
Which in the soldier is flat blasphemy !— 
William Shakspeare. Measure for Measure, 163, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


cere 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze, at Japan! 





FAILURE OF KING-CRAFT IN SOME NATIONS.—-ADVICE 
TO SUCH KINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR OTHER BUSINESS* 
ODD ILLUSTRATION OP LEGITIMACY. 


My Yellow Friend, 

Among other lamentable instances of the decay of 
trade, and the falling off of European commerce, I am 
sorry to inform thee, that an equal failure of former ad- 
vantages has been experienced in a branch, placed on 
the very top of the tree of European Society! and which 
is generally deemed invulnerable to the fluctuations of 
the winds that shift the sails of ordinary commerce. 
That merchants, manufacturers, agriculturists, tradesmen, 
mechanics, and labourers, should alternately rise and 
sink in the scale of circumstances is to be expected from 
an observance of the ordinary principles of trate. They 
are all made of common clay, and must expect to share 
acommon fate. But when distresses assail the nodle, 
the 2//ustrious—when not even Aings are exempt from 
the plagues that make coblers hang or drown themselves 
—it is indeed high time that the world should provide 
itself with pocket-handkerchiefs, either to wipe away the 
tears that fall—or hide the want of that sensibility of 
which they should be ashamed. When the “ Manches- 
‘‘ chester Blanketteers,” the Scotch Reformers, and the 
Spitalfield’s Weavers, were sinking under the pressure of 
- misfortune, the world might console itself with the idea 
of Mr. Malthus, that poor folks had no right to live ; and 
that a removal from a world in which they had no busi- 
ness, ought to have been deemed by them a very great 
benefit indeed! But if any thing should threaten to 
annihilate the race of monarchs, the world must look to 
itself ;—and before it grins with so much indifference, it 
should ascertain whether it will be able to do without 

Vox. VII.—No. 26. 
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them ;--particularly that high and mighty class, called 
des po tic monarchs —whose will is law, whose wants are 
imperious, and whose amazing intuitive sagacity super- 
cedes the necessity of either wisdom or virtue. | know 
that the sun would shine as resplendently, if there were 
neither King, nor Courtier, ia the world :—but of what 
use would be its rac e, if there were none to devour the 
abundance, _ the poor fellows who labour to pro- 
duce it? Why the whole population of the globe might 
absolutely «ve ye goad cheer, if they had nobody to keep 
them ia demperance and sobricty, by relieving them not 
only of all they can spare, but out of super-abundant 
eoodness, even of some little more. However this cala- 
mily actuaily threatens the world. The trade of Aing- 
craft is becoming so little adv autaveous, that there are 
syinploms of an rmelination to abandon the business al- 
tovether ia some countries. Indeed, the world can ex- 
pect no less. Are the professors of Aing-craft, — 
posed to be so stupid, as to carry on a losing trade ? 
Would the professors of any other craft lose their 
time so disadvantageously ? = Will the members 
of the chureh-craft preach without hire, and work 
without pay? Will the lawyer plead, the states- 
man drudge, the physician prescribe, or the tinker botch, 
Without endl’ Why then should Wings govern, or 
pretend to vovern, without due remuneration, and all the 
perquisites anciently derived from the practice of the 
eraft. A cobler finds he has fixed his stall in a neigh- 
bourhood, where he can get no work at all, or where he 
cannot eet ‘paid for working, he immediately removes, 
© athers t up his tools in his apron, and sets out in search 
of nore Christian like people, than folks who go barefoot, 
or those who wish to wear shoes without — paying for 
them. Surely kings should have the same free will, as 
codlers. They should be at liberty to pack up: and set 
out in search of fortune, as their circumstances require. 
They niust eat, wae wear fine clothes, whe have attend- 
ance, observance, and respect, and where these things 
are not to be sutdined, ae cannot stay. What would 
be thought of a silly tin! ker who sheuld nail himself up 
1a his travelling-box aud starve himself to death, because 
xe could find no pans, or kettles to mend! And yel 2 
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king would be equally stupid, who should shut himself 
up in his palace, because the people would not be go- 
verned, or pay for being governed as they had been 
accustomed. And he would be still more stupid, if he 
should attempt to force them to be governed. This 
would be as bad as if the tinker should get a few more 
of his trade, and set about forcing people to bring their 
saucepans to be mended, whether they wanted mend- 
ing, or not! Yet it must be confessed, that loss of 
Susiness, and disappointment in remittances, will 
occasionally drive tradesmen and merchants énsane, 
and make them play very silly tricks. But I hope the 
illustrious professors of the order of Kingcraft will have 
more fortitude; and bear their misfortunes with ail that 
magnanimity which their flatterers tells us is inherent 
in every living member of the craft. 

There is the King of Portugal has been sadly put about. 
He had a snug little business a few years ago, as a sort 
of manager or foreman to his mother, who was the prin- - 
cipal in the firm; but whose intellects were so deranged, 
that she could not be trusted alone in the shop. His 
warehouse was conveniently situated, and his customers 
brought ready-money, or goods to barter for wisdom, 
and daw, and religion, Which was always ready for their 
wants. Unluckily, however, the French firm in the 
same line, which was considered as solid as the Bank of 
England, was rendered bankrupt; and the principal not 
giving so good an accountof the concern as was expected, 
and attempting to run away from his creditors, was treat- 
ed asa fraudulent bankrupt, and condemned to lose his 
life. A sudden revolution took place with respect to the 
fast:ions ; and ail the wares of which he had monopclized. 
the supply, were pretended to be furnished of better 
quality,from othersources. “The monopoly was abolsihed, 
and the rival successors, not content with supplying 
France, offered to supply the whole world, upon such 
amazingly cheap terms, that a general dislike to the 
monopolies was imbibed ; and the poor King of Portugal 
was compelled, cul of respect to his safety, to remove his 
stock in trade of royal wares across the atlantic, and 

“commence business a-freshin the Brazils. 7 
Jt answered here pretty well, for a little while; but 
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the things were growing out of fashion. It was found 
they could be manufactured much cheaper, and quite 
as good ; and as money became scarcer, the people be- 
came more careful; and the old French firm having 
again commenced business, under some modifications, 
he thought proper to return to his old shop at Lisbon. 
Here, howeve er, he was again unfortunate. In his ab- 
sence, some rivals had been manufacturing the very ar- 
ticles which he pretended none besides himself could 
make; and, so capricious is public taste, that the peo- 
ple preferred the new articles; and not only adopted 
them themselves, but insisted that he should adopt them 
also. This was the total annihilation of all his hopes ; 

and it was naturally to be supposed that he would be 
entirely ruined, if he did not either change his trade, 
or seek for a more favorable scene of operations. I —- 
therefore, by no means surprized, hearing that he yet 

remained at Lisbon to read in the papers, that he was 
“extremely dejected and cast down ;’”—though I was 
sorry to read, “ that it was with great difficulty that he 
** procured money for his daily expenditure ; and that 
“ food for his table was not obtained without much trou- 
“ble!” This is a pretty predicament for a Monarch to 
find himself in! Nezther credit, nor money, to be had, 
by a legitimate professor of King-craft! This is worse 
than the condition of the English landlords, just at pre- 
sent, though it is what they must come to at last, and 
that very soon—but it is no matter what becomes of such 
simpletons, as they have voluntarily thrown away the 
real property, which was better than any craft, better 
than even King-craft, if it had been in the possession of 
any but downright blockheads! They are not entitled to 
any pity :—but the poor King ! he is growing old, has 
not been able to save much, and has an expensive fami- 
ly, who all looked up to the same falling craft for a liv- 
ing! For people to have neither money, nor food, is a 
common matter. They are used to go without ; and the 
priests tell them it is all the better for them—that the 
worse off they are on earth, the better they will fare in 
heaven, where “ the humble are exalted, and the haughty 
“arebroughtlow.” ButforaKingtobe brought to taste of 
want—absolute want—not of sceptres, or baubles, er 





THE BLACK DWARP. 549 


rich garments, but positive want of fuod,—this is enough 
to excite the sympathies even of the hardest heart. I 
would not stay another moment amongst them, not J. 
Off would I trudge, if I had no other resource than to 
pack up my trinkets, and turn ped/ar! A King, one 
would think, should possess enough of toys and gim- 
cracks, to make up a pretty decent travelling assortment. 
To stay, and starve, is ridiculous. ‘To hope for any bet- 
ter limes, is foolish. Novelty is the only fashion certain 
of success; and while Castlereagh, the descendant of an 
honest pedlar, is assuming the trade of a Monarch, it 
might answer on the part of a King, to take up the trade 
of this Lord’s grandfather, and see whether selling trink- 
ets would not prove a better trade than wearing them. 
Kings have often wanted money before; but to have xo 
credit is a disaster reserved jor the present age. And 
as to food, the King: have been accustomed to call all 
the food in the empire theirs, and io insist upon it their 
subjects only tended herbs, and cultivated fields for their 
advantage! Things are changing very hardly for King- 
craft, indeed! The very crowns they wear, it-is now 
said, belong to the people. The very thrones they sit 
upon, it is said, are also the property of their subjects. — 
There is no bearing this! [t will be shortly contended | 
that they are not entitled to the food they eat, or the 
clotues that cover them, but by the grace of the sovr- 
REIGN PEOPLE ! 

The King of Spain is in a still worse dilemma, than his 
brother of Portugal. The Spaniards have asserted that 
they built the throne for ther benefit ; and not for the 
benefit of the being that they placed upon it. They tell 
him he is only King for their advantage ; and that, as the 
work of their hands, if he does not answer the purpose 
for which he was made, they will unmake himas readily 
as they made him’ Would not one infer, from this lan- 
guage, that they were talking of dreeciiing, and un- 

breeching a baby; instead of enthroning and dethroning 
a King! The profits of King Ferdinand’s business have 
fallen off, almost to nothing; but this amounts to a de- 
nial of his rzghé to continue his trade. ‘The Spanish na- 
tion seems disposed to treat him as if he were a beggar, 
aad had no right to solicit alms, without formal permis- 
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sion from some focal magistrate ! Who. an the devil's 


name, would play King on such terms as these? 


There 


is not a cobler in his sensesthat would change places with 
him; and the wonder is that he does not give up busi- 
ness at once, and leave his ungrateful subjects to try 
whether they can govern themselves, and be as happy as 
the Jews , when “ every man did what was right in his 
“ own eyes, as if there were no king, no priest, no judge 
in Israel. There may be some excuse for the King 
of Portugal endeavouring to remain, if possible in the 
old shop, and in his old trade ; for J never heard that he 
had any other. But Ferdinand of Spain can get an ho- 
nest living by Avs necdic. Do not stare with an incre- 
dulous aspect, I beseech thee. His favouring fortune, 
foresecing that his business of King-craft might fail him, 
luckily inspired him with the idea of learning a more use- 
ful, and lasting trade :—namely that of emdroidering ; 
and he must kave some skill in that profession ; for I am 
informed he actually embroidered, with his own hand, a 
petticoat for a wooden image of the Virgin Mary ; and 
that afterwards, with his own hands also, he made a pre- 
sent of it to the said wooden image, and had the inex- 
pressible felicity of putiing it on! The petticoat must 
have been a good petticoat, or the wooden virgin would 
have disdained the present; and were I Ferdinand, | 
would be rather an independent embroiderer of petti- 
coats, and thus obtain an honest living, than be plagued 
with the profitless trade of a King, with the trouble at- 
tending the goverment of Spain. I would rather open a 


shop in Cranbourn-alley, for the sale of female finery 
and frippery, than be condemned to bear the licentious- 


4 


ness of the people for nothing. If he were awell paid, 
it would be quite another maticr. For a mdéion a year 
one might condescend to be King of Spain; but to keep 
opena royal shop, and receive no money for the royal 
wares, is enough to induce any man toshutup, and look 
out for another profession. The Courier says, he is so 
angry at the loss of his business, that he talks of “ dying 


‘¢ sword in hand at the head of his cuards,” to 


revenve 


himself on those who will deal with him no longer ; and 


the Courier calls this an “ Aeroze pledge !” 


sheer nonsense ; and if his Majesty of Spain ever uttered 


But it ts 
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it, he must be crachk-brained, as well as ruined. Sup- 
pose a cobler were to fail in trade; and being unable to 
pay his rent of two shillings per week fer his stall, his 
landlord were to threaten to turn him eut:—and suppose 
the cobler were, in the most dignified manner, to arm 
himself with his awl, and swear he would die, awl and 
hammer in his hand, rather than abandon his seat and 
lap-stone, every body would swear the cobler was mad, 
stark inad; and he would be sent to some lunatic asy- 
lum. It is just as stupid for King Ferdinand to talk of 
dying sword in hand at the head of his Guards, as it 
would be for him to prick himself to death with his 
needle, if he could not get his own price for his embroi- 
dery. What Guards will be get to put hing 9% se! 
bead ? Where did he learn how to usea ed What 
baitles has he fought 2? What e-4#ers recognize him as 
their leader? He pas sent many veterans to deata, on 
thescaffold, for having been silly enough to fight for ‘his 
restoration ;—but he knows nothing of the heroe’scharac- 
ter. He has no Guards that wili die with hini:—and 
his past conduct has not indieated any such courage, as 
to lead any body to believe that he will meet death, if he 
can avoid him. And he is right. He is not fit to die. 
The spirit of Porlier, the brave, the generous, the good 
Porlier, would be his usher to a tribunal at which he 
would tremble to appear. Those whom he condemned 
to ignominious exeeutions, and to death in exile, for the 
crime of having redeemed Spain from French subjuga- 
tion, are waiting to be dreadful witnesses against him. 
The unappeased spirits of the victims of the Massacre of 
Cadiz, swell the list of his accusers:—and if he be wise, 
he will take all the time that nature will allow him, to 
make his peace with Heaven, before be encounters the 
judgment which awaits him, when he appears before the 
throne of the King of Kings! The ministerial papers 
quote, as an instance of the lamentable disrespect into 
which monarchy is falling in Spain, that at Pampeluna, 
a procession took place, in which “ @ bust of the King’s 
*¢ head was placed upon the back of a pig!’ Now, it 
appears to me, that this was a desivned compliment to 
Burke’s definition of the people in Enyland. He ealled 
them the ‘ Suvnishk Misltitacde ,’—of the Swinish Alal- 


“af > 
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titude, there could be no better emblem than a Pic ; and 
as Burke contended that Monarchs were independent of 
the Swinish Multitude, and ought to hold them in sub- 
jection ; how could this be better typified, than by placing 
a bust of the Monarch upon, the pig’s back—thereby 
signifying that the pig was under subjection to the bust; 
as the Swinish Multitude to the King; or, in the words 
of Paine, signifying that the people were born saddled 
and bridled, while Kings came into the world booted and 
spurred, to ride them as they thought proper, and whiere 
they thought fit! If the pig had been put wpon the 
bust of the King, it might have becn a seditious symbol 
of the ascendancy of the swine—and it might have been 
inferred that its authors wished the Swinish Multitude to 
“<-nle Monarchy under foot. But while the pig 
carries the ct. the legitimate order is preserved, and 


every thing remains pronisely as it should. It may be 
said that the royal bust might havo been mounted upon 


a nobler auimai, as upon a dorse. But then the beauty 
of the simile would have been entirely lost. There 
would have been no type of the mudtitude, which is the 
essence of the whole device. The very fact of bein 
able to rzde a pig, is interesting ; as it is the least docile 
of all animals, and requires the hand of one born to go- 
vern, to manage jit. I really think the soldiers and 
citizens of Pampeluna, ought to be complimented upon 
this proof of their knowledge of, and devotion to, legiti- 
mate principles ; instead of being railed at as jacobins, 
republicans, and I know not what beside. I expect all 
the statuaries of Europe will adopt the idea; and that 
we shall have royal busts upon pigs backs, as the recog- 
nized emblem of legitimate sway. The diversity of the 
grunter species, may be applied to the different nations ; 
and as Britain is the most enlightened country in the 
world, its own Toby, the dearned and philosophical pig, 
ToBy, may sit to Chantry as the peculiar representative 
of his countrymen! I should be happy to send thee a 
model of the design, for thy cabinet of curiosities at 
Japan. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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AGRICULTURAL DISTRESS. 
To R. Vyner, Esq., of Esthorpe, Warwickshire. 


‘What hath pride profiicd us! Or what good, hath riches, 
“with o ur yvaunting brought us! All these things are passed 
‘© away like a shadow, and as a post that hasted by.” 


os Wisdom of Solomon. 


SiR, 


You had used, when wheat was fifieen shillings the bushel, to 
be looking out for me, whom in the haughtiness of those times, 
you used to call “ your friend the hatter,” to lay an informa- 
tion against me for shooting; not upon any part of your little 
property, fur on that I never trespassed, nor on any that you 
have any thing more to do with than myself. It was then glo- 
rious times with you; and your pride, not having received the 
mortification which Mr. Peel’s Bill has since inflicted, you did 
not expect [should so soon witness your present humiliation 
and dismay ;—nor did I then, although chagrined at being an 
undeserved object of your personal spite, and mean-spirited 

, expect to see you cult su poor a figure as you did yes- 
terday, as seconder of the resolutions passed at the agricultural 
meeting held in this borough. 

There I saw you, once a high minded, always a pompous, 
country squire, late high sheriff for this county, in a stammerin 
speech of a few dull sentences, second a series of resolutions, 
not at all, in my opinion, calculated to produce the petitioners 
any sort of relief; resolutions praying for protecting duties, on 
all the articles of the soil—If your excellent. farms of about 
000 acres require this fostering care and protection, what must 
the poor lands require? And why, let me ask, do you want pro- 
tecting duties? “ Because,” you will answer, if I nay expect so 
much condescension, “ the land does not pay for tillage.” And 
why does it not do this? “‘ Because foreigners” as your resolu- 
tions say, ‘‘ send their produce here, lower than we can afford 
“it.” And why do they do this ? * Because, although our 
“* country is the envy and admiration of the world, they are 
“not so burthened as we are.” And why are they not so bur- 
thened ? “ Because they have not a House of Commons like 
‘‘ ours —” (six acts prevent me from saying why—but it is as 
notorious as the sun at noon day.) 

I am not at all surprised at the part the mover of the resolu- 
tions takes. He is but just awaking from a pleasant sleep. He 
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has not yet rubbed his eyes open, nor taken suthcient courage 
to fathom the bottom of the monstrous mass of debts and cor- 
shptions which the late war engendered. His prosperity, up 
to the period of the peace, led him to think all was right. | 

can make all sorts of allowances for him. His, is only a wel- 
intentioned, but misplaced zeal ;-—but you, hi wing been bred a 
Jawyer, with plenty of leisure for study and reflection, ought 
to have known, that the difference between those who cultivate 
Foreign soils, and English soils, is to be found in the Statute 
Book. But I suppose that part of the laws which you kave 
made your peculiar study and delight, was to enable you to 
wreak your — spite upon any ove “of the lower salons,” 
who choose to follow game, whether on your land, or on that of 
any one else. And, if that has been the case, 1 do most sin- 
cerely wish you much enjoyment in your studies as long as 
you live. 

But, Sir, what a poor drivilling, degrading, contemptible re- 
niedy it 1s, to second resolutions, to pray for protection from 
Foreigners sending us the produce of their soil! —Should this 
be the remedy of. a country squire 4 ? of an English landholder ; 
of the descendants of those of our ancestors, who have con- 
quered other countries, who pretend to hold the dominion of 
the seas, and who have planted their standards in every hemis- 
phere? who boast of having carried the arts and sciences to 
the height of perfection ; and who say their ‘* country is the 
“ envy ~ and admiration of the wor Wd!!!’ If this, Sir, is the 
conduct of a country gentleman, I most fervently thank God I 
am one of the much abused Jowey orders. 

I went to your meeting. I had no right to be there, accord- 
ing to the advertisement; but I suppose I had as svod a right 
there as your spies to watch: and for you to follow me two 
miles from your own bouse, then to cause an information to be 
laid, and draw me 13 miles toa magistrate to convict me. I 
repeat that my curiosity was as good, my time was as well spent, 
and I hope to shew my motives were as honorable, when I went 
to the meeting, to see if an opportunity presented itself to call 
their attention to the actual cause of the low price of farm 
produce; and although the chairman very liberally enquired if 
any one present had any thing to say, I thought upon the 
whole, that if the proceedings then proposed were generally 
approved, the state of mind of the meeting was not sutticiently 
prepared to listen, coolly and attentively, to what any one who 
did not approve e might have to say. I therefore waved that op- 
portunity, and sh: Il, on the score of old friendship, (you know 
you used often to enquire about your “old friend the hattei,”) 
address them to you. If it should induce you to leave off study 
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ing the Game Laws ; the better to enable a —-—-— disposition 
to pe:secute those who never gave cause of offence, and make 
you look more closely into your own, and your country’s dith- 
culties, I shall not regret the part I have taken; and J shall freely 
forgive you the spite you have hitherto, without any provoca- 
tion, exercised against me. 

Without meaning the slightest personal disrespect to your 
very respectable neighbour, the mover of the resolutions, I 
shall not pay the least attention to what he then delivered ; be 
cause whatever weight there may be justly due to them, I con- 
sider another, and far more powerful cause is at work, lowering 
the price of the produce of the soil.—That cause I take to be as 
follows :— Prior to the memorable and fatal year 1694, the pe- 
riod the Bank of England charter was gianted, the only money 
in circulation was gold, silver, and copper; and the prices of the 
necessaries of life, on an average of all seasons for 50 years, 
remained the same, with very trifling variations. Since that 
period, in conseouence of a national debt, which created the 
paper money, they have not only continually advanced, but 
have greatly fluctuated. For the first 60 years, no notes were 
issued under 201., inthe year 1755 came out the 151.; and in 
1797, the memorable year the bank stopped payment, the one’s 
and tzo’s were issued ; and, as the bank at their own request, 
were restricted from paying in cash, numerous other banks 
sprung up like mushrooms all over the country, until the num- 
ber of the grand total was 871, and their issues, at one period, 
were full 100 millions of pounds. 

The consequence, as experience has proved, was not only a 
rise in all the articles of life, but a driving of gold and silver 
money out of circulation. IT have stated this in as concise a 
manner as possible, supposing that every boy in your village 
will adinit the truth of this statement. Now, Sir, during the 
issues of these one hundred millions, loans were made; taxes, 
poor-rates, and tythes were materially advanced ; and, with very 
little alteration, remain so at this day: but when the peace came, 
the restriction on the Bank,.as your law-books will show you, were 
to be taken off; (I need not say any thing of the policy of the 
measure) and they began to prepare to pay in gold and silver as 
heretofore: they, therefore, limited their issues of paper. The 
country banks were compelled to do the same; and, in the pro- 
gress toward this event, we are now compelled to carry on our 
transactions with a reduced circulation. In this state of thines 
if all our public and private transactions had been as regular] 
reduced as the paper money was dhawn in, there would not A 
a great deal the matter; but itis not so: and this J contend ts 


the cause of the cithcullies of which you complain. With this. 
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so much smaller amount of money in this country (and it will 
be smaller, and consequently your prices will be lower, before 
1823, if Peel’s Bill be carried into full effect), we have to pay the 
same sums to the fund-holders, the placemen, the pensioners, 
the judges, the army, andthe navy. To make up these sums, 
prices being so much lower, you, of course, must sell a greater 
quantity of produce. On the contrary, if Parliament, when it 
passed Peel’s Bill, liad also passed another Act to reduce the 
payment to these aforesaid people, the alteration in the currency 
would have created but comparatively little embarrassment ; 
because, if your receipts were less, your payments in taxes, 
poor-rates, &c. would have been proportionally reduced. If, 
then, I am correct in this view of the subject, would it not 
have been far better to have petitioned to have the payment to 
the fund-holder, placemen, and pensioners, army, and navy 
reduced ? whicii would have rendered unnecessary the mon- 
strous amount of taxes now collected, and have left you in very 
nearly the same situation, as you were during the war. And 
those whe are not landholders, might have sought for a reduc- 
tion of rents and tythes, which ought to be granted as a natural 
consequence of these measures, 

Considering the magnitude of the evils which assail you, and 
which I defy either tongue, pen, or pencil to exaggerate, I was 
much surprised that so little talent was displayed, and such in- 
efhcient exertions were made for your benefit. Your resolutions 
to exclude foreign produce may, at any time, be rigidly carried 
into effect by yourselves ; but to do that,will necessarily ‘lemand 
a total change in your habits, manners, dress, and diet; but, 
neverthe’ess, if you are serious in your intentions, and deter- 
mined to carry them into efiect, it shall never be matter of com- 
plaint with me; and, if it produces any sacrifice that may justly 
be regretted, let it not be laid to the Radicals. They would 
produce a remedy, without going to such an extent; for, al- 
though they have not been the cause of any of the evils, they 
have long watched their progress,'and are already well prepared 
with a fair, just, and practicable remedy. 


Lam, &c. 
W. GOODMAN. 
Market-place, Warwick, Dec, i1th 1821. 
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PUBLIC IMPOSITIONS. 


To the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Belgrave. 


My Lorp, 

The Honorary Secretary of the Mendicity Society has, 
at last, condescended to throw some small ray of light on the 
objects, and proceedings, of that Society; which will doubtless 
be as novel, and as acceptable, to the subscribers, as to the pub- 
lic at large. Both which, it appears, have hitherto been much 
mistaken, with respect to the real nature of those objects and 
proceedings. On the formation of the Mendicity Society, and 
up to the present time, I believe it was universally considered, 
that the suppression of mendicity meant the suppression of 
street-begging ; and that the removal of poverty and disease in 
our public streets, from the eye of sensitive delicacy, was the 
sole object of the institution, The public for some time past 
had reason then to be in great amazement, that after so great 
an expenditure incurred, so little visible progress had been 
made in furtherance of this supposed object. From the recent 
expose however of the Honorary Secretary, contained in certain 
EXTRACTED resolutions, from the proceedings of the “ BEG- 
‘‘ GING-LETTER DEPARTMENT,’ said to have been passed at 
a late monthly meeting of the Society, at which your Lordship 
presided ; we are informed with an elaborate display of the 
benefits resulting, and likely to result from the labours of the 
“ Begging Letter Committee,” that their object has been, to 
protect the nobility and gentry from the impositions practiced 
upon them, by letter writing beggars. A system which, if we 
may believe the said extracts, has been carried on to a most 
alarming extent. And which, but for the Jaudable exertions of 
the said “* Begging Letter Committee,” would doubtless have 
produced the most unheard of impositions, upon the charitable 
credulity of the nobility and gentry. This terrible evil, how- 
ever, it appears, is in a fair way of being putdown. The Com. 
mittee having already six HUNDRED adjudged cases upon the 
books, forming altogether, sucha body of evidence as never 
was before collected in the annals of deception and fraud, 
Thus prepared and armed at all points, the Society agents in- 
vite the subscribers to hand over, for the ordeal of their exami- 
nation, all letters received from letter-writing beggars, to be 
dealt with, as the cases may require, according to the wisdom 
and discretion of the said agents. And it is pretty broadly in- 
sinuated, that any relief afforded to such applications, without 
the previous dictum in their favor of the Begging Letter 
Committee, must be given toimposture. So that the agents of 
this Society, very modestly propose themselves, as the arbiters 
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of the claims of human misery, or the bounty of wealth: a 
stretch of assurance, which I confess 1 was not prepared to 
expect, even from them. But it is somewhat remarkable, that 
in the whole of the extracts put forth on this occasion, not a 
syllable is said about STREET BEGGARS, or their condition. 
The natural inference therefore is, that the charges brought 
avaist the Society, so far as they relate to the suppression of 
mendicily among STREET BEGGARS, are admitted sub silentio 
by their agents. It may not be amiss then to ask those agents, 
why the objects of the Society were not in the first instance 
clearly stated and defined? They cannot, nor will they dare to 
deny, that the money was originally subscribed, for the 
sole purpose implied and understood, of removing from the 
public eye, the beggars which infested the streets of the 
wetropolis. And that it was not, until the utter fallacy, and 
delusion of their profession, on this head, were made manifest 
to the world; that they had recourse to the Humpue of de: 
tecting, and hunting down, the class of /etter- writing beggars. 
A class, by the way, hardly known by name, in all probability; 
to one in twenty of the subscribers to this society. If this will 
not suffice, to open the eyes of the public, to the real_ cha- 
racter and views of the managers of this society, 1 really know 
not what will, For surely, there never was a clearer case of 
defeat; and a shifting of ‘ground, to take up in the military 
phrase, a better position, in the whole history of finesse. At 
the same time, it must be acknowledged that great judgment 
is shown, by this changing of ground: because the suppressi¢n 
of mendicity, as applied to street beggars, is a visible object; 
capable of being understood, and judged of by every man that 
can see, and make observation. But ‘the suppression of men- 
dicity, in the case of leller-riting beggars, obviously opens a 
dark and endless field of deception, for the exercise of cunning 
and cupidity, without the possibility of detection. But if the 
silence of the agents of the society, respecting street beggars, 
be conclusive evidence of the justice of the charges made against 
their pretensions and management, under that head, what shall 
we think, and say, of their total silence on the subject of the 
management of the large fund, raised for the relief of the 
houseless poor; which is understood to be at the disposal, or 
under the controul of the lionorary Secretary of the Mendi- 
cily Society. ‘That fund is said to amount to eight or ten thou- 
sand pounds, i in hand, exclusive of annual subscriptions: and 
how it i8 possible, fanly to dispose of the interest of that fun. 4 
and those subscriptions, ina few thousand meals of victuals ahi 
night lodgings to the DESTITUTE Pook? Or, how the nice 
line of distinction can be drawn, and observed upon all oce:- 
sions, between street beggars and the houseless poor, 18 quite 
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incomprehensible tome. The classes appear to be so inter- 
woven and identified, that to distinguish between them, and 
apply the appropriate remedy in each, without perplexing and 
confounding every distinct idea of either, implies a departmeut 
of inteliect, which I suspect almost exclusively belongs to the 
Honorary Secretary of the Mendicity Society. On the whole, 
then, I cagwot but consider, that the fresh hare, so oppor- 
tunely stdrted Iby the Society Agents, in the nest of letter-writing 
beggars, just as the old game had been fairly hunted down; 
shows the necessity there is for those interested in seeing fair 
play, between the parties interested to keep a vigilant eye upon 
the progress of the chase. That game, is now represented to 
he, the letter-writing beggars, with a view to protect the no- 
bility and gentry trom the impositions practiced upon theit 
charity. But I beseech you, my Lord, to consider whether this 
object may not he quite as effectually accomplished by @ little 
prudent foresight, on the part of those liabie to sueh impo- 
sitions ; as through the medium of the cumberous and expensive 
establishment of a board of inquisitors, into the claims of hu- 
man misery, Your Lordship has not to learn, that in avoiding 
Scylla the mariner cannot calculate upon safety, until be is 
out of the reach of Charybdis. And I ask your Lordship, is 
there no danger, to the members of these societies, in endea- 
vouring to free themselves from a less degree of tmposture ;— 
of their running into «nother and still greater extreme of du- 
pery, by the very means made use of in the attempt? But at 
all events, it is surely infinitely preferable, that the gratification 
of the finest feelings of our nature ;—the divine impulses of 
charity and benevolence, should remain subject to occasional 
abuse, in men of your Lordship’s rank and station:—rather, 
than that these amiable sympathies should be blunted and held 
incheck, at the dictum of a cold designing, selfish policy, ex- 
ercised in the persons of your own hired agents. The good 
hitherto done to the public, by the labours of these societies, is 
more than doubtful: and I can see no rational ground for ho 
of any thing better for the future, in the prospects held out in 
the recent expose of the Honorary Secretary. 
i have the honor to be, my Lord, with great respect, 
Your Lordship’s most-obedient servant, 


HUMANITUS. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The thied “ Letier to Nations,’* is intended for our next num- 
er. 


Dec. 8, 1821. 





A new mode of warfare with corruption has surgested itself to 
our prison-studies, of which we shall shortly avail ourselves. 


A Title and Index will be prepared as soon as possible. 
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PREDICTIONS OF A REVOLUTION BY LORD BYRON. 





« Thrée new drainas, from the pen of Lord Byron, are just pub- 
lished: from which we extract the following, note. After some 
severe censures on the Poet Laureat, he procecdg:— __, 

“Mr. Southey, tuo, in his pious preface to a poem whose blasphe- 
my is as harmless as the sedition of Wat Tyler, because it is 
equally absurd with. that sincere production, calls upon Whe ¢ legis- 
lature to look to it,’ asthe toleration of such writing# ed to the 
French Revolution: not such writings as Wat Tyler, but as 
those of the ‘ Satanic School” This is not true, and Mr,,Southey 
Knows it to be not true. Every French writer of aay; freedom 
was persecuted ; Voltaire and Rousseau were exiles, Marmontel and 
Diderot were sent to the Bastille, and a perpetual war was waged 
with the whole class by the existing despotism. In the next place, 
the French revolution was not occasioned by any writings whatso- 


ever, but must bave occurred had no such writiugs ever existed. ’ 


lt is the fashion to attribute every thing to the French revolution, 
and the French revolution to every thing but its real: cause. 
That cause is obvious—the Government ‘exacted too much, and 
the people could neither give nor bear more. Without this, the 
Encyclopedists might have written their fingers off, without the 
occurrence of a single alteration. And the English revolution— 
(the.. first, I mean)—what was it. occasioned ‘by? The puritans 
were surely as pious aud moral as Wesley or his biographer? Acts 


- ow ‘ . 


acts on the part'of Government, and not writmgs against them, 


have caused the past convulsions, and are tending to the future. 


*¢1 ook upon such as inevitable, though no revolutionist: I wish . 


tu see the English constitotion restored, and not destroyed. “Born 
an aristocrat, and naturally one by temper, with:the greater, part 


of my preseat property in the funds, what have / to gain by a reves 


lution? Perhaps I. have more to lose in every way than Mr. 


Squthey, with alt his places and: presents for panegyrics and abuse ' 
into the bargain. But that.a revolutica is inevitable, | repeat. ‘The | 
Governmeut may exult over the repression of petty tumults; these | 


ure bul the receding waves repulsed and broken for a moment on 


the shore, while the gtcat tide is still rolling on, and gaining ground ., 


with every breaker, Mr. Southey accuses us of attacking'the reli- 


gion.of the country; aud is he abetting it by writing lives of . 


Wesley One mode of worship is merely destroyed by another. 
Thére nevér was, nor ever will be, a edwotry without a religion, 
We shall be told of France ‘again: but it was only Paris and a 
frantic party, which for a moment upheld their dogmatic non- 
sense. of theo-philanthropy. Tbe Chureh of England, if over- 
thrown, will be swept away by the sectarians, aud not “by the 
sceptics: People aré too wise, too well informed, too certain of 
their owa immense importance in the realms of space, ever to sub- 
mit to the impiety of doubt. There may be a few such diffident 
speculators, like water in the pale: sunbeam of human réuson, but 


they are very few; and their opinions, without enthusiasm or ap- © 


ul to the passions, cao never gain proselytes—unless, indeed, 

tate are persecuted ; that,.to be sure, will increase any thing.” 

Printed and Published by T. J. WOOLKER, 16, Fleet street, 
where all communications (post paid) are requested to be sent. 
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